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Abstract

The magama is one of the most distinctive prose genres in classical Arabic literature, combining
ornate language, rhymed prose, narrative episodes, and satirical scenes. Its unique structure makes it
an ideal medium for depicting social practices, intellectual tensions, and ethical contradictions—
particularly during the Abbasid period, when intense cultural and religious debates shaped the
collective consciousness of society. Within this context, Magama al-Samargandiyya stands out as a
narrative that embodies social criticism through humor, irony, and rhetorical mastery. Al-Hariri
constructs a multilayered story that reflects the contradictory values of his time, particularly the gap
between outward religiosity and hidden behavior. Lucien Goldmann’s genetic structuralism
provides a productive analytical lens for examining such texts. The theory views literary works as
expressions of the collective worldview of specific social groups and holds that narratives emerge
from the structural tensions within a given society. Concepts such as totality, dialectical relations,
worldview, reification, and the problematic hero allow for a deeper understanding of how literature
mirrors social structures. By applying this theoretical framework to Magama al-Samargandiyya, the
present study investigates how the narrative represents, critiques, and reconstructs the socio-cultural
contradictions of its environment.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method, combining textual analysis with theoretical
interpretation. The procedure includes:

1. Close reading of the magama to identify narrative features, satirical techniques, and rhetorical
devices.

2. Extraction of thematic units, particularly those related to hypocrisy, value contradictions, and
social performance.

3. Application of Goldmann’s theoretical principles, including:

a) Totality, through which the narrative reveals a coherent picture of social contradictions;

b) Dialectics, reflected in the mutual influence between characters and societal expectations;

c) Worldview, manifested in the ideological tensions embedded in the actions of the preacher
and Abu Zayd;

d) Reification, evident in the dominance of linguistic ornamentation over ethical substance; and

e) The problematic hero, represented by Abu Zayd al-Saruji as a figure embodying moral
ambiguity.

4. Relating textual analysis to historical context, particularly the social atmosphere of the
Abbasid age, defined by public displays of piety alongside private moral lapses.

The findings of the study indicate that Magama al-Samargandiyya functions simultaneously as a
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literary narrative and a social commentary in the sense that:

1. The text reflects the contradictions of Abbasid society. Through the encounter between the
sugar merchant and the preacher who appears devout in public but secretly drinks wine, the
magama exposes the tension between appearance and reality. The narrative thus mirrors the
collective consciousness of a social class struggling with ethical inconsistency.

2. The magama exhibits clear features of genetic structuralism.

Totality appears in the integration of religious, ethical, and social contradictions into a unified
narrative framework. Dialectics is represented in the preacher’s dual position as both a shaper of
social values and a product of societal hypocrisy. Worldview emerges through the conflicting
discourses that justify contradictory behavior. Reification is evident in the preacher’s ornate
sermons, which prioritize linguistic embellishment over moral meaning.

The problematic hero—Abu Zayd—personifies the fractured moral landscape of his time,
shifting between honesty and deception in response to social pressures.

3. The text uses these structural principles to critique social practices. The magama highlights
how religious discourse can serve as a tool for maintaining status rather than promoting genuine
ethical conduct. The narrative exposes the emptiness of rhetorical performance and the cultural
tendency to privilege form over content.

4. The analysis reveals significant social implications. The magama reflects a broader crisis of
values, including the spread of hypocrisy, the dominance of superficial appearances, and the
separation of eloquence from moral purpose. Through satire and linguistic play, al-Hariri unearths
the layered tensions of Abbasid society, giving the text a significance that extends beyond literary
artistry.

The study concludes that Magama al-Samargandiyya is a sophisticated narrative that reflects and
critiques the social structures of its time. Viewed through genetic structuralism, the magama
emerges as a carefully crafted representation of societal tensions, revealing contradictions between
public virtue and private vice. Al-Hariri’s reliance on satire, rhetorical flourish, and the problematic
presence of Abu Zayd underscores his intention to expose the gaps between ethical ideals and actual
behavior. The magama therefore functions as both a literary masterpiece and a form of cultural
documentation, offering valuable insight into the intellectual and social structures of the Abbasid
world.

Keywords: The Magamat of al-ire, r, The Magama al-Samargandiyya, Lucien Goldmann, Genetic
Structuralism, Arabic Narrative Literature, Social Critique.
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