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Abstract

During the Qajar era, literary and compositional proficiency guided the educated elite toward the royal court. In this setting,
while some secretaries confined themselves to administrative tasks, others—driven by ambition—transformed prose into a
powerful instrument for climbing the ladder of power. Consequently, prose evolved beyond its purely literary form into political
prose. Employing a descriptive-analytical and documentary methodology, this study examines the life and works of Mirza
Mohammad-Tagi Ali-Abadi, a figure whose personality and prose have received scant scholarly attention. It argues that
Ali-Abadi used his writing as a vehicle for advancing from an ordinary secretary to the influential office of Monshi-ol-Mamalek
(chief secretary of state). However, his misjudged political analyses—such as his opposition to Mohammad Shah—Ied to his
dismissal and failure in succession rivalries. Ultimately, Ali-Abadi epitomizes a Qajar elite whose political prose propelled him
to the center of power, yet whose flawed political calculus prevented him from sustaining that position.

Keywords: The particle "Vav", Conjunction and Connection, Stylistic Device, Munsha’at, Mirza Mahdi Khan,
Transformational Grammar.

Introduction

This study examines the conjunctive and connective particle va (“and”) in Persian through the lens of
transformational-generative grammar, focusing on the Monsha’at of Mirza Mahdi Khan Astarabadi. It analyzes the range of
syntactic structures generated by va in the text. The primary issue addressed is the role and function of conjunctions and
connectives in creating overt and covert coordination in Persian sentence structures and their impact on textual and semantic
cohesion. Conjunctions and connectives are fundamental components of Persian grammar, serving both semantic and structural
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purposes. Analyzing them within a transformational framework contributes to a clearer understanding of linguistic processes,
stylistic features of historical texts, and mechanisms of textual cohesion.

The analysis is confined to a single historical source—the Monsha’at of Mirza Mahdi Khan Astarabadi—and therefore
findings may not be fully generalizable to other Persian texts.

Research Question: How does the particle va function as a conjunction and a connective in the Monsha 'at of Mirza Mahdi
Khan Astarabadi, and what types of coordinate structures (overt or covert) does it produce?

Research Hypothesis: In this text, va functions both as a conjunction (linking nouns and non-verbal groups) and as a
connective (linking clauses). Within the transformational framework, it triggers changes in deep structure that enhance textual
cohesion.

Materials and Methods
This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative and qualitative content analysis within the theoretical
framework of transformational-generative grammar. The primary source is the Monsha’at of Mirza Mahdi Khan Astarabadi.
First, the letters were categorized by subject; then, occurrences of the coordinating and connective particle va were identified
and tallied for each letter.

Given the varying lengths of the letters, the total frequency of va was divided by the number of pages to calculate the average
frequency per page. This allowed for the identification of the highest and lowest frequencies of va across the corpus.

Research Findings

The findings indicate that in the Monsha’at of Mirza Mahdi Khan Astarabadi, the conjunction vav (s) serves as one of the most
significant syntactic devices for linking structures and plays a decisive role in shaping both the style and rhythm of the prose.
The analysis reveals that coordinate structures range from two-member constructions to extended, chain-like coordinations.
Semantically, these structures express relationships such as synonymy, opposition, contrast, and semantic affinity, all of which
contribute to the overall coherence of the text.

Two distinct types of vav are identified in Mirza Mahdi Khan’s prose: conjunctive vav and copulative vav. Both appear in
overt and covert (implicit) forms, each generating different syntactic patterns. When conjunctive vav is overtly employed, short
and relatively independent clauses are explicitly linked, yielding simple to moderately complex structures. The predominance
of this pattern leads to the prevalence of paratactic structures characterized by parallel short clauses—a stylistic tendency
comparable to the structure of short Qur’anic surahs. This produces a rapid rhythmic cadence; the frequent use of verbs alongside
overt conjunctions generates a hammer-like rhythm that enhances the dynamism of the prose and aligns its syntactic flow with
its semantic content.

Table 1. Frequency of the Coordinating and Connective “wa” in the Monsha at

Text Type Number of Pages | Conjunctive va | Conjunctive va Average Conjunctive per Page | Average Conjunctive per Page
Soltaniyat 3 94 14 31/33 4167

Ekhvaniyat 47 1106 249 23/53 5/30

Farmaniyat 21 491 180 23/38 8/57

Fath Nama 7 109 42 15/57 6

VaghfNamah 11 342 64 31/09 5/82

QabalehNikah 8 127 113 15/88 14/13

Khosusi 8 81 59 22/63 7/38

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

By examining and analyzing the particle "va™ through the lens of transformational theory in the Munsha at of Mirza Mahdi
Khan Astarabadi, it becomes evident that one of the salient stylistic features of his prose is the extensive and deliberate
deployment of conjunctions and connectives—particularly "va"—as an effective device for linking constituents and conveying
meaning. Textual analysis of the selected samples reveals that "va" functions not merely as a simple conjunction or connective,
but as a high-frequency transformational element that plays a central role in structuring the text, creating syntactic diversity,
and maintaining semantic cohesion among both short and extended constituents.

The most frequent and pervasive use of "va" in Mirza Mahdi Khan’s prose is its conjunctive function, especially in linking
nouns, adjectives, and descriptive phrases in two-member as well as multi-member constructions. The conjunctive "va" appears
2,450 times—a frequency substantially higher than that of the connective "va" (721 occurrences). This predominance is
particularly evident in the Soltaniyat (royal letters), whose formal, ceremonious, and expansive style favors extended nominal
chains, whereas in short-sentence texts such as Qabaleh-ye Nikah (marriage contracts), the connective function of "va" is more
frequent due to the brevity of the clauses.

Another noteworthy feature is the intentional omission of "va" from surface structure in certain contexts—a deletion
motivated by aesthetic and stylistic considerations. In many instances, the connective "va" offers the simplest means of linking
clauses, resulting in paratactic structures with a rapid rhythm. At other times, the omission of "va" avoids monotony and
repetition, yielding longer, more elegant, and syntactically varied hypotactic constructions. In extended and elaborate sentences,
the author occasionally engages in a form of linguistic play by interweaving short and long constituents through either explicit
or implicit uses of "va".
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