Journal of Research in Arabic Language
E-ISSN: 2821-0638

Document Type: Research Paper

Vol. 18, Issue. 2, No. 35, 2026

Received: 08/05/2025  Accepted: 21/09/2025

https://ui.ac.ir/en

The Relationship Between Language and Gender Based on Robin Lakoff’s Theory: A Study
of Liyanah Badr’s Novel Nujum Ariha

Faezah Shanoori

MA Student in Arabic Language and Literature, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Velayat University,

Iranshahr, Iran

Alireza Kahe”
*Corresponding Author: Assistant Professor of Arabic Language and Literature, Department of Arabic Language and

Literature, Faculty of Humanities, Velayat University, Iranshahr, Iran
Email: a.kahe@velayat.ac.ir
Morteza Barari Raeesi
Assistant Professor of Arabic Language and Literature, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of
Humanities, Velayat University, Iranshahr, Iran

Abstract

Language is considered the most important tool for elucidating ideas, which is why it has long been
a subject of interest for thinkers, philosophers, and sociologists. During the twentieth century,
linguistic studies expanded and connected with other humanities fields such as sociology,
psychology, and philosophy. This led to the emergence of various theories. In the middle of this
century, methodologies and research on the relationship between language and gender were
introduced, prompting researchers to ask questions about the impact of gender on the content and
style of speech. One of these methodologies is Robin Lakoff's theory of linguistic dominance,
which focuses on the relationship between language and gender and emphasizes the biological
differences between men and women, as well as the social and cultural distinctions between them.
If this approach is accepted, then structural differences in the intellectual products of both genders
are not unlikely. Accordingly, there is a clear difference in language characteristics between women
and men, which can generally be observed in literary genres, especially in novels.

Contemporary Arabic literature, after the significant transformations it has undergone over the
past decades, has succeeded in introducing many female writers to the literary world, among them:
Sahar Khalifeh, Huda Barakat, Ahlam Mosteghanemi, Radwa Ashour, Emily Nasrallah, Najwa
Barakat, and others. These writers have left a clear mark on contemporary Arabic literature, and
through their stories and narratives, they have managed to present a distinctive literature that
transcends the narrow framework of women's issues in Arab society to broader social and human
horizons.

Liyanah Badr is a Palestinian writer and novelist, and her novel Nujum Ariha is one of her most
prominent works. It highlights the social reality in Palestine and the suffering experienced by its
people due to forced displacement and its impact on the psyche of Palestinians in general and the
author in particular. A prominent feature of this novel is the portrayal of feminine emotions.
Women play a central role in the events of the novel, which seems to stem from the fact that both
the author and narrator are women who present the story through their perspective and experience,
depicting it as a journey through the memory of their homeland, specifically the city of Jericho. The
novel embodies details of its places, landmarks, and characters, and the novelist attempts to reveal
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events from her bitter real-life experience. This research aims to study Nujum Ariha to evaluate the
style of feminine writing in this novel from the perspective of Robin Lakoff's sociolinguistic theory
through structural and content analysis. From this standpoint, it seeks to answer the following three
research questions:

1) What are the gender indicators present in "Nujum Ariha™ at the linguistic level?

2) What are the components of the feminine writing style at the grammatical level in the novel?

3) How are feminine feelings and ideas manifested in this novel?

The hypotheses of the study are:

1) Gender indicators in this novel manifest in terms related to household tasks, color
descriptions, and polite expressions.

2) The components of feminine writing style at the grammatical level are expected to be
represented by reliance on interrogative sentences, vocatives, the use of emphasis and repetition
tools, and short or incomplete sentences.

3) It appears that the novelist focused on feminine emotions in depicting Palestinian life,
addressing issues related to women and family relationships, and used proverbs and folk beliefs to
root Palestinian heritage.

After studying the relationship between language and gender in the novel Nujum Ariha, the
research reached the following conclusions:

There is no distinction in the principles and foundations of language between men and women;
however, the differences in emotions and personal experiences between the genders may lead to the
use of a specific language for both genders. Since the writer and narrator are women, feminine traits
are manifested in the narrative style of the novel. These traits appeared on three levels: linguistic,
grammatical, and intellectual.

At the linguistic level, Lakoff's theory was confirmed by the evident differences in language
usage between men and women. This feature was prominent in the use of terms related to
household tasks such as cooking, cleaning, and describing facial features and cosmetics. The details
of various and rare colors were accurately depicted throughout different parts of the novel. To
enhance the position and create a stronger impact on the recipient, emphatic expressions were used
as tools for affirmation and swearing.

At the grammatical level, feminine style characteristics appeared through the use of polite
language, devoid of vulgar expressions. Due to the narrator's lack of confidence and sense of
alienation, there was an increase in interrogative sentences and the use of doubt-inducing tools as
mechanisms for communication, creating dialogue and aligning the recipient with the narrator. The
number of incomplete and short sentences increased because the novel is a journey through
memory, leading to a fragmentation of the plot.

At the intellectual level, the novel contained women's issues, including topics related to family
affairs and matters that intrigue women, such as magic and superstition, causing some characters to
become engulfed in ignorance and myth. The attention to detail became exaggerated in the novel,
especially concerning depicting the lives of Palestinians and their suffering due to the occupation of
their lands. Politics became a point of interest for the narrator, contrary to Lakoff's assertion that
politics is not a preferred topic for most women. The return to the city of Jericho and the emotional
connection of the narrator to it form a central pivot around which most of the events of the novel
revolve. Alongside this, there is an abundance of emotions that reflect feelings of sadness and pain
in the narrator, who lives in exile from her homeland and hopes to return, live there, and fulfill her
beautiful dreams once again.
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