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Abstract

This study introduces, examines, and critiques the Khokand, Uzbekistan manuscript (Sh.M.Kh.A.) of the
commentary on Makhzan al-Asrar, registered under number KP7307 and consisting of 201 folios, currently
preserved in the Khokand Museum of Literature. The study aims to identify the characteristics of this
manuscript and the methodological approach of its commentator, to evaluate the scholarly value of the
commentary, and to compare it with major earlier and contemporary commentaries, including those by
Muhammad ibn Qavam Balkhi, Qadi Ibrahim Tatavi, Vahid Dastgerdi, Servatian, and Zanjani. In the first
section, with the purpose of introducing the commentator’s method, the article examines several linguistic
and literary features of the commentary, such as references to Qur’anic verses and hadiths, rhetorical
observations, grammatical and lexical analyses, citations from other poets’ works, and related elements. In
the second section, selected examples of verse interpretation are analyzed, and the textual, methodological,
and interpretive differences between the Khokand manuscript and other commentaries are demonstrated. The
third section focuses on certain errors and inaccuracies found in the commentary, including issues such as the
account of the shooting of Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk Tusi with an arrow, the identification of “Babel” as a well
in Kashmir, inconsistencies in the transcription of specific words, and incorrect attribution of some poetic
evidence. The findings indicate that the Khokand manuscript constitutes a valuable and relatively rich
commentary, comparable in many respects to authoritative commentaries, although its shortcomings should
not be overlooked.

Keywords: Khokand Manuscript from Uzbekistan, Makhzan al-Asrar, Muhammad ibn Qavam Balkhi, Qazi
Ibrahim Tatavi.

Introduction

The manuscript commentary on Makhzan al-Asrar preserved in Khokand, Uzbekistan, is among the lesser-
known and largely unexplored commentaries that have received little scholarly attention to date. Although
detailed information about this commentary is scarce, its importance and the scholarly value of its content
necessitate careful examination. Accordingly, the first section of this article concentrates on the
commentator’s method and on selected linguistic and literary aspects of the commentary that assisted the
commentator in explicating the verses. This analysis demonstrates that the commentator possessed
substantial knowledge of grammar, rhetoric, astronomy, Qur’anic and Hadith studies, narratives and
anecdotes, as well as the literary conventions commonly employed in textual commentary. The second
section addresses the interpretation of several debated verses from Makhzan al-Asrar and, through
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comparison with other extant commentaries, clarifies the value and distinctiveness of the explanations
offered in this manuscript. The third section is devoted to identifying and analyzing certain oversights and
errors on the part of the commentator.

Materials and Methods

The present research has been conducted using a descriptive, comparative, and analytical methodology,
drawing primarily on library-based sources. After a close examination of the Khokand, Uzbekistan
manuscript commentary on Makhzan al-Asrar, the interpretations and explanations offered by its
commentator are systematically compared with those presented in earlier and contemporary commentaries in
order to assess similarities, differences, and scholarly value.

Research Findings

Several distinctive features of this commentary merit attention and differentiate it from some other
commentaries on Makhzan al-Asrar. One notable characteristic is its more extensive citation of Qur’anic
verses, hadiths, and authoritative sayings. Another prominent feature is the commentator’s heightened
attention to the rhetorical aspects of the verses and their interpretive explanation. Sensitivity to linguistic and
lexical nuances, as well as to grammatical points, also figures prominently in this work. Where necessary, the
commentary elaborates on narratives and accounts related to specific verses, offering relatively
comprehensive explanations. Attention to auxiliary fields of knowledge reflected in Nizami’s poetry—such
as astronomy and medicine—constitutes another important characteristic, and the commentator demonstrates
considerable familiarity with these disciplines. Additionally, the citation of poetic verses by figures such as
Khagani, Kamal al-Din Ismail, Zahir Faryabi, and others represents a further distinguishing feature of this
commentary.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The findings of this research demonstrate that the Khokand commentary on Makhzan al-Asrar represents a
significant resource for understanding this work, exhibiting both notable strengths and identifiable
weaknesses. Among its positive features are: (1) extensive reliance on Qur’anic verses and hadiths as tools
for elucidating poetic meanings; (2) the commentator’s awareness of prevailing auxiliary knowledge,
including astronomy, medicine, mythology, and religious narratives, which aids in clarifying certain complex
concepts; (3) precise attention to rhetorical devices such as metaphor, simile, metonymy, and personification;
and (4) the use of poetic evidence from figures such as Khaqgani, Zahir Faryabi, Sa‘di, and others to
substantiate and clarify interpretations. These characteristics position the commentary as a relatively
independent and useful scholarly reference, displaying considerable strengths in comparison with some
earlier and contemporary commentaries. At the same time, certain errors and inaccuracies are not
insignificant, including misattributions—such as statements attributed to Khwaja Nizam Tusi that conflict
with the text and other historical sources—misinterpretations of the geographical context of myths, such as
identifying “Babel” as a well in Kashmir, and inconsistencies in the transcription of particular words that
affect the understanding of verses. These issues do not undermine the overall scholarly value of the
manuscript; rather, they underscore the necessity of producing a critical, research-based edition accompanied
by comparative annotations, in order to more precisely determine the position of this commentary within the
broader tradition of interpretations of Makhzan al-Asrar.
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