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Abstract

This study employs Alan Cunningsworth's prominent framework to evaluate the Iranian ninth-grade
Arabic textbook, Arabic, the Language of the Qur’an. Cunningsworth's model emphasizes five core
components: objectives, methods, content, skills, and resources. The research aims to identify the
textbook's strengths and weaknesses through a systematic analysis. A descriptive-analytical
approach was adopted. Ten lessons were quantitatively and qualitatively examined using a 21-item
checklist derived from Cunningsworth's criteria. The instrument's reliability was confirmed by a
Cronbach's alpha coefficient of 0.85. Findings revealed relative consistency in content organization
(mean = 28.6) and information retrieval (mean = 70.4). However, significant weaknesses were
identified in teaching methods and educational innovation (mean = 7.4). The analysis also
uncovered an imbalanced coverage of language skills, with a pronounced emphasis on listening and
writing over speaking and reading. The frequency of observed criteria was highest for content
organization (1,665), followed by language skills (1,443), while teaching methods scored the lowest
(1,416). Analysis of variance (ANOVA) confirmed statistically significant differences among the
five components (F = 47.35, p = 1.48 x 107°). A t-test (t = 3.66, p = 0.0018) further validated the
notable lack of innovation. The study concludes by recommending a comprehensive redesign of the
textbook's content. Incorporating interactive activities and innovative pedagogical methods is
essential to achieve a balance among the four language skills and ultimately enhance the quality of
Arabic language instruction in Iran.

The significance of this evaluation is underscored by the unique status of Arabic in Iran, where it
transcends being a mere foreign language. It is essential for understanding Islamic heritage,
including the Qur'an and Hadith, and for strengthening historical and cultural ties with the Arab
world. Consequently, Arabic education is viewed as a crucial bridge to religious and cultural
identity. Textbooks serve as the primary guide for the teaching process in Iran, especially given the
limited integration of modern educational tools. They provide a structured framework for mastering
linguistic structures and communicative competencies. Evaluating textbooks is therefore critical for
identifying deficiencies and ensuring alignment with learners' needs and modern pedagogical
standards. Cunningsworth's model is particularly valuable for this purpose, offering a
comprehensive and flexible set of criteria for thorough analysis.

In the Iranian educational system, Arabic is taught from the seventh to the twelfth grade. Despite
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global technological advancements in education, the textbook remains the cornerstone of
instruction. The ninth-grade textbook is a critical link, building upon foundational knowledge and
preparing students for advanced studies. This research aims to provide insights that can guide
educational policymakers and textbook authors in improving the quality of learning resources. The
objectives of this study are to evaluate the textbook's alignment with Cunningsworth's criteria,
analyze its effectiveness in enhancing linguistic and communicative skills, and propose actionable
recommendations for improvement. The research questions are: to what extent does the textbook
align with the specified model, how are the model's components manifested in the textbook, and is
the textbook suitable as a core study material?

The methodological approach involved a detailed analysis of ten lessons. Quantitative data
included means, standard deviations, frequencies, ANOVA, and t-tests. Qualitative analysis
assessed the depth of content and the balance between different language skills. Results indicated
considerable variability across lessons. For instance, content organization scores varied
significantly. The stark contrast between high scores for information retrieval and very low scores
for innovation was a key finding. Statistical analyses confirmed that these differences were not
random but represented significant gaps in the textbook's design, particularly in employing modern
teaching methods.

Recommendations include redesigning lessons to ensure a balanced integration of all
Cunningsworth's components, adding interactive exercises such as group discussions and
educational games, developing and incorporating innovative teaching methods that connect the
content to practical, real-life situations, and adding a variety of interactive activities to create
equilibrium among listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. Additionally, enhancing the
teacher's guide by including answer keys and supplementary audio-visual materials is advised.

This study was limited by its exclusive focus on the textbook itself, without incorporating the
perspectives of teachers and students through surveys or interviews. Future research should include
these viewpoints to gain a more holistic understanding of the textbook's practical challenges.
Suggestions for future research include extending the evaluation to textbooks for other grades,
integrating qualitative feedback from educators and learners, establishing a committee of experts to
develop a strategic plan for addressing identified weaknesses, organizing specialized teacher
training workshops focused on innovative methods for teaching speaking and reading, and creating
a complementary digital learning package to target the skills found to be underdeveloped.
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