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Abstract

The development of rationality is a foundational concept in Islamic philosophy, arising from the interconnection of
ontology, anthropology, and epistemology. A research gap exists in providing a comprehensive and systematic
explanation of the mechanism of intellectual development, particularly from the perspective of 'Allamah Tabataba'i, which
highlights the necessity of this study. The main research question is: What are the foundations of the development of
rationality according to 'Allamah Tabataba'i, and how can these foundations be understood in addressing the challenges
of modern rationality? In this regard, the gradual process of the intellect's ascent from comprehending the levels of
existence and supersensible realities to presentational intellection is explored—a process in which the intellect is not
merely a tool for analysis but a force for the existential perfection of the human being. The research method is analytical-
interpretive, based on a direct and precise re-reading of 'Allamah's philosophical and exegetical works. By reconciling
theoretical and practical reason, this study presents a framework for balanced rationality that is consistent with the
principles of philosophical reason and places revelation, intuition, and guidance on par with reason. The outcome of this
research is the explanation of the foundations of intellectual development as a systematic and purposeful process
connected to the levels of existence, the congruity between intellect and reality, the principle of causality, and the
teleology of existence. The findings indicate that balanced rationality in 'Allamah's thought is a synthesis of theoretical,
practical, and intuitive reason, which attains perfection under the guidance of revelation. This model provides a
comprehensive and dynamic structure for human rationality and can offer solutions in confronting the challenges of
modern rationality.
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Introduction

Rationality is one of the fundamental pillars of human thought and life, and its role in guiding knowledge and ethics has
always been a central concern of the great sages of Islam. In the thought of 'Allamah Tabataba'i, rationality is not merely
the ability for logical analysis or mental reasoning, but rather a graded, innate force that, through the soundness of innate
disposition (fitrah), the guidance of revelation, and the purification of the soul, achieves growth and perfection (Shaker,
2005, Vol. 1, p. 444). In other words, from 'Allamah's perspective, reason functions as God's "inner proof" (hujjat-e batini)
within the human being, paving the way for the knowledge of truth, ethical guidance, and the realization of human
existential perfection (Tabataba'i, 1974, p. 145). The significance of rationality in 'Allamah's wisdom reflects his
multidimensional view of human development—a view that considers reason active not only in the theoretical domain
but also in the practical and intuitive domains, connecting it to a sound innate disposition (fitrah) and the directives of
revelation. Therefore, understanding the development of rationality within this system requires an examination of its
components and foundations across three areas: ontology, anthropology, and epistemology.

The main research question is thus defined as: What are the foundations of the development of rationality in the
wisdom of 'Allamah Tabataba'i, and how these foundations can provide the groundwork for examining human knowledge
and ethical perfection? The expected outcomes of this research include a more precise understanding of the structure and
components of rationality according to 'Allamah, an explanation of the role of balanced reason in intellectual and ethical
development, and the provision of an analytical framework for understanding how rationality is actualized in human life.
This analysis can clarify the interaction between innate disposition (fitrah), reason, and revelation, and demonstrate how
the philosophical principles of 'Allamah can be utilized to enhance human knowledge and behavior.

Materials and Methods

This research is a descriptive-analytical study that examines the foundations of the development of rationality in the
wisdom of 'Allamah Tabataba'i using a library-based method and the analysis of primary and secondary texts. In this
method, first, the main works of 'Allamah Tabataba'i, such as Nihayat al-Hikmah, Usul-i Falsafah va Rawish-i
Ri‘alism (The Principles of Philosophy and the Method of Realism), Sharh-i Asfar, and Tafsir al-Mizan, were carefully
studied. Subsequently, employing qualitative content analysis, the ontological, epistemological, and anthropological
foundations of the development of rationality were extracted and explained. This approach has enabled a more precise
recognition of the theoretical and practical foundations of the development of rationality within the intellectual system of
'‘Allamah Tabataba'i.

Research Findings

The findings indicate that balanced rationality integrates intellectual reasoning, ethical considerations, and mystical
insight, forming a coherent framework that is both systematic and adaptable. The study shows that this approach
reconciles divine revelation with human reasoning, supporting ethical decision-making and philosophical reflection. It
addresses contemporary intellectual challenges such as extremism in rationalist thought, textual literalism, and secularist
approaches to knowledge. Additionally, balanced rationality facilitates interdisciplinary dialogue between philosophy,
theology, and ethics, providing insights into educational practices, scholarly discourse, and the application of Islamic
philosophical principles in contemporary contexts. Evidence suggests that the principles of balanced rationality can be
incorporated into university curricula, research methodologies, and intellectual training programs to foster critical, ethical,
and spiritually-informed reasoning in students and scholars.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The findings of this research indicate that the theory of balanced rationality in the thought of 'Allamah Tabataba'i
constitutes a comprehensive and multidimensional system that explains intellectual development harmoniously and
proportionately across three domains: ontological, anthropological, and epistemological.

From an ontological perspective, reason, as a ray of divine light and a part of the wise system of creation, possesses
the capacity to comprehend the hierarchy of existence and discover divine laws. This viewpoint liberates rationality from
the limitations of purely empirical approaches and situates it on the path toward wisdom and transcendent knowledge.

In the anthropological dimension, 'Allamah Tabataba'i, by emphasizing the rational innate disposition (fitrah) of the
human being, makes the true development of reason conditional upon the purification of the soul (tazkiyah) and moral
refinement. This is because a reason contaminated by carnal desires will be incapable of grasping pure truths. This
behavioral and educative dimension demonstrates the indissoluble bond between intellectual development and moral
perfection within his intellectual system.

On the epistemological level, 'Allamah, by presenting a hybrid model combining sense perception, reason, and
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intuition (shuhud), showcases reason's capacity for the intellectual interpretation (ta'wil) of Quranic verses and the
discovery of transcendent truths. His theory of balanced rationality—in which theoretical, practical, and intuitive reason
are united alongside the guidance of revelation—not only attends to the scientific and philosophical growth of the human
being but also guarantees his spiritual and moral journey. This theory, by preserving rational coherence and utilizing
diverse sources of knowledge, possesses the capacity to address the epistemological challenges of the contemporary world
and can be considered as a comprehensive model for integrating scientific rationality with spiritual insight.

With this approach, 'Allamah Tabataba'i demonstrates that human reason is not limited merely to empirical and
material domains; rather, by transcending the boundaries of the sensible, it can achieve knowledge of transcendent
realities and play a mediating role between revelation, experience, and intuition. This perspective, arising from a profound
synthesis of Islamic philosophy and Quranic exegesis, can provide a robust foundation for developing contemporary
theories in the field of religious rationality and offer a fundamental solution for overcoming the epistemological crises of
the present age.

Furthermore, 'Allamah Tabataba'i's innovation becomes evident when compared to other thinkers of the Sadrian
School of wisdom. Unlike Mulla Sadra, who primarily emphasizes the existential levels of the soul and substantial motion
(al-harakat al-jawhariyyah) in explaining reason, '‘Allamah centers rationality on the soundness of the innate disposition
(fitrah) and considers it the main condition for intellectual development. Additionally, 'Allamah presents the connection
between reason and Quranic revelation much more prominently than the Sadrian tradition, believing that without the
guidance of revelation, reason becomes trapped in the logic of sensation. Moreover, he introduces the role of piety (taqwa)
and self-purification as pillars of intellectual perfection, elevating rationality from a merely theoretical process to an
ethical-spiritual endeavor.

Therefore, balanced rationality in the thought of 'Allamah Tabataba'i is not merely a reflection of Transcendent
Wisdom (al-Hikmah al-Muta'aliyah); rather, it is a reinterpretation and completion of it based on the intellectual and
spiritual needs of contemporary humanity and grounded in Quranic teachings.
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