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Abstract

Language is considered the bridge that connects human beings to communicate and understand
each other. It consists of different linguistic units that join together. Among the units and tools that
produce the intended speech are metaphors. They can be divided into two categories. The first is the
classical metaphor which is an analogy of a thing with another thing, so you pretend to express the
simile and show it. For instance, you use the word “sea” in a wrong/divergent way, by stripping it
of its true meaning and giving it the meaning of a generous man, meaning that | saw a man who
resembled the sea in giving. Metaphor in this sense is a purely linguistic issue. The second type of
metaphor (i.e. conceptual metaphors), was proposed by two European theorists, Lakoff and Johnson
(2008) in the book Metaphors We Live By. It is a type of metaphor used abundantly in our daily life
and culture. It reflects the way we perceive things in different fields. By employing this method, we
express the external world and concepts. Here, inferences are no longer regarded as merely literary
artifacts intended only to embellish and beautify speech, as they were in the past.

A large part of our perceptions and unconscious thinking about non-material phenomena is
governed by conceptual metaphors, which we do not usually control. Conceptual metaphors are
divided into three categories. The first is the structural metaphor, which is the one in which a
concept is transferred from one aspect to another aspect. For example, we say “Life is a river”. We
find that the speaker, in order to explain the passage of life and its permanent change, transfers it
from one aspect to another aspect. The second category, physical (spatial) metaphor, is the
metaphor through which we imagine concepts that have a direction and a space. For example, we
say: “His morals are high,” so we made morals have a direction of height because we imagine that
“high” represents sublimity and sophistication in our thought. The third category, ontological
metaphor, is the metaphor by which we try to understand the moral matter by conceptualizing it in a
material form.

This study, using the descriptive-analytical method and based on the opinions of Lakoff and
Johnson (2008), aims to study the types of conceptual metaphors in the poem “Processions” by the
Lebanese poet Gibran Khalil Gibran. After discussing the title through the questions raised at the
beginning of the study, the research results showed that the poet employed all types of conceptual
metaphors: spatial, structural, and ontological. Through analyzing these types, many mental hints
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are revealed. The structural metaphor shows that Gibran views life as fleeting, and as a result of
this, he calls on people to benefit from the present moments. The poet also believes that simplicity
in life is better than complexity and show off. Gibran believes that man is robbed of his will in his
life and is oppressed by circumstances. Some of his structural metaphors show that, to him, life is
so short that he sees it as a mere idleness that soon passes and ends. He explains that kindness in
this life is a trick that some people use to achieve their own goals. As for the space metaphor, to
Gibran, love has no place other than the soul, and what is attached to the body and which people
call love is nothing but a whim and lust dictated to man by evil.

Keywords: Lakoff and Johnson, Conceptual Metaphor, Gibran Khalil Gibran, the Poem
“Processions”.
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