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Abstract

This study conducts a comparative-synthetic rereading of the controversial relationship between religion and government
in the thought of Baruch Spinoza and Allamah Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabatabai. The main research question moves
beyond mere comparison to ask: How can a dialogue between the two conflicting paradigms of "governance of the state over
religion” and "religious governance"” lead to a new perspective for constructive interaction between political and spiritual
authority? The findings indicate that Spinoza, responding to the theo-political crises of his era, formulates a theory of
"governance over religion" to ensure peace and security. In contrast, Allamah Tabatabai, relying on the concepts of Fitra
(innate nature) and I'tibariyyat (social conventions), presents "religious governance™ as a comprehensive system for human
felicity. By placing these two views in a critical dialogue, this research argues that Spinoza’s realism in managing human
passions can enhance the practicality of Allamah’s idealistic theory. Conversely, Allamah’s concept of Fitra can provide a
transcendent and meaningful foundation for "public good" and prevent the state from becoming an end in itself. Finally, the
study proposes the model of “critical cooperation™ as a conceptual synthesis.
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Introduction

The relationship between "religion™ and "government" is one of the most enduring and controversial issues in political thought.
This research focuses on a comparative and synthetic dialogue between two fundamental responses to this issue through the
philosophies of Baruch Spinoza, as a key representative of modern Western thought, and Allamah Tabatabai, as a prominent
contemporary Islamic philosopher. The central research problem is to move beyond a simple comparison and explore how a
dialogue between their conflicting paradigms—Spinoza's "governance of the state over religion" and Allamah’s "religious
governance"—can yield a new conceptual framework for the interaction between political and spiritual authority. The primary
hypothesis is that Spinoza’s realism and Allamah’s idealism are not mutually exclusive but can be synthesized into a model of
"critical cooperation". This study’s significance lies in addressing a central challenge of modernity by examining two powerful
but opposing models. The research analyzes their foundational principles in anthropology and metaphysics to understand how
they lead to their respective political theories. This approach aims to provide a deeper understanding of two distinct patterns in
the religion-government relationship and to propose a novel third way.

Materials and Methods

This research is fundamentally theoretical and employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative-synthetic methodology.
The data collection relies on a library-based approach, focusing on the primary texts of the two main thinkers. For Spinoza,
key works such as the Theologico-Political Treatise, Political Treatise, and Ethics were analyzed. For Allamah Tabatabai,
foundational texts including Tafsir al-Mizan and The Principles of Philosophy and the Method of Realism served as the
primary sources.

The analysis was conducted in two stages. The first stage involved a descriptive-analytical method to systematically
extract and explain the political and metaphysical foundations of each philosopher independently. Key concepts such as "state",
"natural right”, Fitra (innate nature), and I'tibariyyat (social conventions) were defined within the context of each thinker's
system. The second stage utilized a comparative-synthetic method. The two paradigms were placed in direct dialogue,
comparing their core tenets regarding the source of legitimacy, the goal of governance, and the role of religion. The final step
involved a synthesis of the insights derived from this critical comparison to construct the proposed “critical cooperation™ model,
which integrates the strengths of both systems while mitigating their respective weaknesses.

Research Findings
The research found that the political theories of Spinoza and Allamah Tabatabai are direct consequences of their distinct
metaphysical and anthropological foundations.

Spinoza's model of "'governance over religion' stems from his realist anthropology. He posits that humans are
primarily driven by passions and a desire for self-preservation (conatus). In this view, the state is a necessary construct
to manage these passions and ensure peace and security, which are the ultimate goals of governance. Consequently,
religion’s public manifestations must be subordinated to the authority of the state to prevent it from becoming a source
of civil strife. Legitimacy originates from a social contract designed to secure order.

Allamah Tabatabai's model of "'religious governance™ is founded on his concepts of Fitra (innate human nature)
and I'tibariyyat (social conventions). He argues that humans have an innate disposition towards perfection and God.
Society and governance are necessary conventions (I'tibariyyat) that humans create to achieve collective felicity. For
these conventions to be legitimate, they must align with the principles of Fitra. Thus, a just government is one whose
laws are rooted in divine guidance, making it a "religious governance" aimed at the comprehensive felicity of humankind
in this world and the hereafter.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The comparative analysis confirms the central hypothesis that the opposing political models of Spinoza and Allamah
Tabatabai stem from their deeply divergent metaphysical and anthropological premises. Spinoza’s state-centric model is
a logical outcome of his realism, designed to manage the "passionate man" and secure peace. Allamah’s religion-centric
model is the result of his perfectionist worldview, aimed at guiding the "(fitri) man" toward ultimate felicity.

However, a critical dialogue between these paradigms reveals a path toward a synthetic model of “critical
cooperation™. Spinoza's realism regarding human passions and his emphasis on a stable civil order can ground the more
idealistic aspects of Allamah's theory in political practicality. Without such a realist foundation, a government based
solely on ideal perfection risks instability when faced with the realities of human nature.

Conversely, Allamah's concept of Fitra offers a robust response to a key weakness in Spinoza's model: the potential
for state power to become an end in itself. Fitra provides a transcendent moral standard for the "public good", ensuring
that the state's actions are judged by a criterion beyond mere security and power. It provides a metaphysical foundation
for justice that prevents the state from devolving into tyranny.

In conclusion, this research proposes that a synthesis is possible: a state that, in line with Spinoza's concern, holds a
monopoly on political power to guarantee order and freedom, while religion, in line with Allamah's vision, acts as the
critical conscience and moral compass of that state, providing it with a transcendent purpose and a standard for justice.
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