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Abstract

Clitics are bound morphemes that attach to phonologically independent hosts. Adopting an intralingual comparative
approach, this paper examines the status of [waepi] as a preposition in Kalhori Kurdish. The choice of this preposition
is motivated by its unique behavior: [wepi] functions as a host for pronominal enclitics despite its lack of full
phonological autonomy. Data for this study were collected through interviews with 15 native speakers of Kalhori, Ilami,
and Sorani Kurdish dialects. The data were transcribed and analyzed comparatively across these dialects. The analysis
suggests that [weepi] was likely a phonologically independent morpheme in earlier stages of the language but has since
lost its autonomy, while still retaining the ability to host pronominal enclitics. This finding highlights the need to
consider historical factors when assessing phonological autonomy in Kurdish cliticization. In Ilami, [weaepi] appears as
[wee], and in Sorani as [pr:]. This correspondence provides evidence that the two forms likely originated from a single
morphemic source, namely [wepi]. The study concludes that Kurdish exhibits an active phonological constraint that
restricts prepositions to monosyllabic forms.
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Introduction

Clitics are groups of dependent morphemes that, according to Naghzguyeh-e Kohan (2010), stem from the
grammaticalization process of lexical items. A prominent feature of these clitics is their lack of morphological and
phonological independence, (i.e., they cannot occur in a sentence on their own and must be attached to an autonomous
host). They do not have their own stress, and once attached, they form a phonological group with the host without altering
its stress. According to Zwicky (1977), based on their positional properties, clitics are of the two proclitics and enclitics
groups, which attach to the beginning and the end of the host, respectively. There exist different types of these clitics in
the Kalhori Kurdish, one of the southern dialects, the pronominal clitics, the pronominal enclitics in use extensively. All
clitics in this dialect are of the enclitic type, Table 1.

Table 1- The pronominal enclitics in Kalhori Kurdish

Singular Plural

-om/-&m/-m -oman / -&man / -man
-od /-&ed / d -odan / -edan / -dan
-/ /-1 rran/1an

An analysis of these pronominal enclitics within the structure of phonological groups confirms their status as clitics
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according to established identification criteria. Shagaqi (1995), who evaluates Persian clitics through the criteria
introduced by Zwicky and Pullum (1983), identifies the following seven features of clitics:

Lack of an independent phonological stress

Dependence on and attachment to a host

Prevention of affixation

Limited selection in the choice of host

Absence of accidental gap

Ellipsis

. Lack of independent movement

Among these features, the most crucial is the clitics’ dependence on an independent host that can function on its own
both lexically and phonologically. The cases assessed in Kalhori dialect where the host of an enclitic does not exhibit the
properties expected of a host (including phonological independence) are few. There exists phonological groups in this
dialect where, if the host and the clitic are separated, the element identified as the host is completely at odds with the
notion of being a host, (i.e., its independent occurrence in a sentence is entirely ungrammatical and meaningless). One
such challenging form is the [weaepim] meaning to me, which is segmented as [waepi-m]. If one detaches the pronominal
enclitic [-m], what remains is the clitic [weepi-], which would normally be assumed to be the host of the attached enclitic.
This fact raises the question: Can [weepi-] function independently in a sentence?

The objective of this study is to answer: How can a phenomenon such as [waepi-] be considered the host of pronominal
enclitics like [-m] when it lacks the primary feature of being a host with phonological independence? To answer this
question, the following two hypotheses are proposed:

1. Hypothesis One: Both morphemes [wapi-] and [-m] are clitics that attach to each other; in this case, they
mutually serve as hosts, and it is not necessary for clitics to attach to an autonomous lexical host to appear in a sentence.
Accordingly, in [waepim] the clitic [waepi] would function as a proclitic attached to its host, which is the pronominal
enclitic [-m], while simultaneously, as an enclitic, [weepi] would treat the other as its host.

2. Hypothesis Two: The clitic [weepi] is a preposition that, in the past, possessed phonological independence and
functioned both as the host of pronominal enclitics (thereby forming a phonological group with them) and as an
independent word preceding noun phrases like proper names and free-standing pronouns. Over time, it lost its
phonological independence but retained its role as the host of enclitics, and being subject to phonological reduction, thus,
the [wee] form, which now occurs in complementary distribution with the full [weepi] form.

In this study it is sought to assess the clitic [weaepi] in order to explain its role as the host of clitics despite its lack of
phonological independence, next to determining whether there exists a meaningful correlation between the preposition
[wee] in Ilami and [pr:] in Sorani, given that this preposition appears in two entirely different forms in these varieties.

Nogkswhr

Methods and Materials
The method adopted in this study is a descriptive-analytic, where the data are collected by compiling a spoken corpus
through interviews with 15 speakers of the Kalhori, Ilami, and Sorani dialects. The collected data are transcribed in the
International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and then segmented to extract the forms subject to assessment. The analysis
benefited from the researchers’ linguistic intuition as Kalhori Kurdish, native speakers who are also familiar with the
Ilami and Sorani dialects.

Discussion and Conclusion

After assessing the two hypotheses, many arguments rose against the first hypothesis, as the existence of a phonological
group without a proper host. A review of the basic and original meaning of clitic as a dependent word, next to its historical
formation, led to the conclusion that clitics, due to their loss of phonological and lexical independence, must attach to
words with independence; fundamentally, their nature is to depend on an independent host. The presence of an
independently autonomous host is essential for clitics, without which, they lose their identity; therefore, the hypothesis
one is not acceptable.

Naturally when the hypothesis one is not accepted, the hypothesis two, which involves the loss of phonological
independence of the host will be accepted. External evidence further supports this assumption. To support this hypothesis,
it is argued that the [weepi] and [wa] forms are prepositions meaning to that differ by one syllable and are in
complementary distribution: [waepi] form is applied exclusively with pronominal clitics, while [wa] form appears before
noun phrases and free-standing pronouns. It is highly probable that both the forms are derived from the original /weepi/,
which in the past was an independent morpheme that functioned as the host of pronominal enclitics and as an independent
word preceding nominal elements.

A comparison of the [pr:-m] form in Sorani and [wa-m] form in llami—as equivalents of [weepi-m] form in Kalhori,
reveals that despite significant superficial differences between [we-] in llami and [pr:-] forms in Sorani, they are
essentially identical; most probably once they constituted the same clitic [weepi] form. Additional evidence comes from
the expression [li-d] form meaning “from you” in Kalhori, which is applied and understood identically to [leeli-d] form,
which suggests the presence of an active, overriding constraint in the language that disapproves the existence of
prepositions longer than one syllable. The free alternation of [?ara] form and [ra] meaning for may provide further
corroboration of this constraint.

The findings here indicate that the preposition [wapi] most probably possessed phonological independence in the past
but became subject to historical changes that led to the loss of its independence while continued to serve as the host of
enclitics. Consequently, the requirement of phonological independence for a host may be subject to historical influences;
a host does not necessarily have to be phonologically independent at all times. The [weepi] form in Kalhori has evolved
into [wee] form in llami and [p1:] form in Sorani, which are essentially the same elements. It appears that Kurdish language
is governed by a constraint that disallows the development of prepositions exceeding one syllable.
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