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Abstract

Prisons are institutions that have existed in different forms from the past. In the pre-modern era,
it was possible that any place of use would be a prison, and that is why wells, caves, houses,
gardens and so on were used as prisons. But in the new era of Iranian history, with the removal
of different uses, only certain buildings with a certain structure were used as a prison. The
purpose of the forthcoming study is to examine the structure of pre-modern and modern prisons,
relying on Tehran’s Anbar and Qasr prisons. What was the structure of Tehran's Anbar as a pre-
modern prison and Qasr prison as a modern one? What are the similarities and differences
between them? And on this basis, the main question of the current study is whether a prison like
Qasr could be regarded as the continuation of Anbar. The results of this study indicate that the
physical space in these two types of prisons proves a clear gap between Anbar’s Qajar-like
structure and Qasr’s Pahlavi-like structure, in which, we get from the lack of rights to prisoners'
rights, from simplicity to complexity, and from darkness to light.
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