Metaphysik,Vol. 9, No. 2, Ser No.(24) , Autumn & Winter 2018

An Ontological Study of the Ideas of Charles Darwin and Michel Foucault

Fazel Asadi Amjad®, Amin Pourhossein Asli*?, Sayyid Mohammad Marandi®

1 Associate Professor of English Literature, Department of English Language and Literature, Faculty of
Literature and Foreign languages, Kharazmi Univ., Tehran, Iran
asadi@khu.ac.ir
2. PhD Candidate of English Literature, Tehran Univ (Alborz Campus), Department of English language and
Literature, Tehran Univ., (Alborz Campus), Tehran, Iran
a.pourhossein@ut.ac.ir
3. Associate Professor of English Literature, Department of English Language and Literature, Faculty of Foreign
Languages, Tehran Univ., Tehran, Iran
mmarandi@ut.ac.ir

Abstract

The present article attempts to analyze and compare the views of Charles Darwin and Michel
Foucault from an ontological point of view, claiming that there are serious ontological
common grounds between the two. At first glance, such a comparison seems to be a bit odd
and somehow impossible. The oddity of such a comparison is due to the point that, on the one
hand, Michel Foucault is deemed as one of the vanguards of postmodern movement and as a
result emphasizes and is associated with concepts such as relativism; on the other hand, the
Darwinian viewpoint, or simply Darwinism, as a biological theory is more concerned and
associated with "objectivism," as opposed to "relativism.” In contrast to the views of many
Darwinists and postmodern Foucauldian thinkers, the researcher attempts to, through an
ontological study, demonstrate that the Darwinian and Foucauldian viewpoints share common
ontological bases, namely, materialism and positivism.
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